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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3 and 5-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 5,901 ,888 to Schneider et al. 

Schneider discloses a clothing organization device comprising: 

1 . A support 1b, a base 2, or structure supporting said support 1b, and a 
plurality of extensions 5 and 6 having pivot ends 7a, 7b and securable 
ends 5a, 6a and including attachment members 10 for receiving items, 
wherein the extensions may pivotally be moved between a first position 
where the securable end of the extension is generally disposed a first 
distance from the support (see FIG. 1 , reference character 6) and a 
second position where the securable end is generally disposed a greater 
distance from the support (see FIG. 1, reference character 5) (claims 1, 
11, and 12): 

2. Said support being a generally vertical post (claims 2 and 11); 

3. Said post being cylindrical (claim 3); 

4. Said extensions or arms 5 and 6 pivoting between horizontal and vertical 
positions (see FIG. 1) (claim 5); 
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5. Said extensions being securable to said support when being in the 
position of being disposed the first distance (see FIG. 1, reference 
character 6) (claim 6); 

6. Said securable ends being secured with a latch mechanism. Schneider 
recites, “...two securing mechanisms 3,4, such as latches, are 
incorporated near the top of the body...” (see COL. 4, LN. 38) (claim 7); 

7. Each of said securable ends provided with a latch mechanism. Schneider 
recites, “...arm latching tabs 5a, 6a, are designed in this embodiment in 
such a manner that when each arm 5, 6, is located in a first position, its 
upright position, as shown in FIG. 1, and pressure is applied to the 
latching tabs 5a, 6a, in the direction of the body la, each latching 
mechanism 3,4 is moved downward, as shown in FIG. 1, until each arm 
latching tab 5a, 6a clears the body latching tab 3a, 4a...” (see COL. 4, LN. 
55) (claims 8 and 9); 

8. Said base 2 permitting rotation of the device around its central longitudinal 
axis. Schneider recites, “...hanging structure 2, such as a large hook, is 
inserted in such a manner that the body la may rotate 360 degrees...” 
(see COL. 4, LN. 33) (claims 10 and 11). 
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Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 10, 11-13,15-18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 1,236,212 to Saladee. 

Saladee discloses a folding clothes rack comprising: 

1 . A post support 5, a base 2 rigidly connected to the post; a plurality of sets 
of extensions 9 radially disposed from the post and adjustably positioned 
to provide access to clothing items stored thereon and to provide a 
compact arrangement to minimize the space required for storing and 
organizing the clothing; wherein the extensions may pivotally be moved 
between a first position where the securable end of the extension is 
generally disposed a first distance from the support post and a second 
position where the securable end is generally disposed a greater distance 
from the support; and attachments 13 depending from each extension for 
securing clothing items (claims 1,11, 16); 

2. Said post being generally vertical (claim 2); 

3. Said post having a plurality of surfaces (claim 4); 

4. Said extensions or arms 5 and 6 pivoting between horizontal and vertical 
positions (see FIG. 1) (claim 5); 

5. Said base permitting rotation. Saladee recites, “...to form a bearing for the 
standard 5 to rotate upon...” (see LN. 71) (claims 10 and 11); 

6. Said plurality of attachment members being hooks 13 able of rotating 
independently of the extension (see FIG. 1 vs. FIG. 2) (claims 12, 13, and 
15) 
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7. A first set of extensions disposed above a second set of extensions (see 
FIG. 1) (claim 17); 

8. Said extension sets being vertically aligned (see FIG. 1) (claim 18); 

9. And, said extensions being independently and selectively positioned 
(claim 20). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
‘888 to Schneider as applied to claims 1 1 and 12 above, alone. 

In regard to the claims, Schneider recites, “The arms 5, 6 have a number of hang 
locations [members] 10, such as holes through which any conventional hanger may be 
inserted.” (see COL. 5, LN. 37). The examiner takes official notice that It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include 
hooks, clamps, and even independently rotating hangers as conventional hangers. It is 
obvious and well known in the art of clothing hanging and display to employ these 
conventional devices to support clothing. 
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Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over ‘212 to 
Saladee as applied to claims 16-18 and 20 above, and in further view of U.S. Patent No. 
1,476,667 to Wood. 

Saladee does not show a staggered arrangement of said extensions. Wood 
discloses a clothes drier comprising sets of pivoting arms 25, wherein said arms are 
radially disposed about a support post 16 in a staggered arrangement wherein each 
arm of the upper set extends over a gap between two arms in the lower set as shown in 
Figure 1 . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to dispose the extensions as disclosed by Saladee in a staggered 
arrangement, as a design choice depending on the article or articles to be suspended 
from said extensions. If relatively long items are to be hung, then it would be obvious to 
stagger the extensions so that said lower extensions will not interfere with said items. 

Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over ‘212 
to Saladee as applied to claims 1, 2, and 4 above, and in further view of ‘888 to 
Schneider. 

Saladee discloses a device comprising all of the limitations of claim 4, but does 
not disclose a securing mechanism comprising a latch disposed on said extension 
arms. Schneider discloses the selectively securable latch mechanisms set forth above. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include the latch securing mechanism as taught by Schneider on the clothes rack as 
disclosed by Saladee. The motivation for including a securing means on the extension 
arms as disclosed by Saladee would be to maintain the arms in a vertical position when 
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the rack is moved from one location to another. A latch means would securely hold the 
arms in a stored position and enable to apparatus to be moved by a single person when 
the standard 5 is turned horizontally. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared W. Newton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2952. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JWN 

November 10, 2005 






